
OKLAHOMA PARTNERSHIP FOR SCHOOL READINESS 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 20, 2019 

Department of Libraries  

1:00 p.m. 

 

The agenda was posted at 421 Northwest 13th Street, Colcord Building, Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma on June 19, 2019 at 12:43 p.m.   

 

Call to Order 

Natalie Burns called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m and welcomed special guests.  

 

Roll Call 

The roll was called by Misty Montgomery. 

 

Members Present 

Debra Andersen, Natalie Burns,Angie Clayton, Kathy Cronemiller, Joy Culbreath, Marny 

Dunlap, Kay Floyd, Melinda Fruendt, Kent Gardner, Audra Haney (designee to Terri White), Joy 

Hofmeister, Janet Karner (designee to Marcie Marck), Cindy Koss (designee to Joy Hofmeister), 

Annette Jacobi, Will Lightfoot, Joyce Marshall (designee to Tom Bates), Gina McPherson 

(designee to Glen Johnson), Misty Montgomery, Ryan Posey, Ray Potts, Sarah Roberts, Jennifer 

Stepp (designee to Stephan Wilson), Annie Van Hanken, Marshall Vogts (designee to Brent 

Kisling). 

 

Members Not Present 

Curtis Calvin (designee to Polly Anderson), Justin Brown, Ann Cameron, Bill Doenges, Melody 

Kellogg, Shelly Patterson (designee to Rebecca Pasternik-Ikard), Anthony Stafford  

 

Staff Present 

Kim Brown, Torri Christian, Angela Duckett, Gabrielle Jacobi, Chris Lee, Ed Martin, Courtney 

Maker, Katie Parker 

 

Guests Present 

Bryson P(need last name), from Sen. Inhoffe’s office 

 

*Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of February 14, 2019 were reviewed by board members.   

 

Kent Gardner motioned to approve the minutes of February 14, 2019, seconded by Annette 

Jacobi. The motion passed by acclamation.  

 

*OPSR Financials  

Treasurer Ryan Posey presented the financials. He explained that when looking at the FY19 

Expenditures document, it looks like OPSR is not spending all of its money due to open 

positions for salary and DHS match not being spent this fiscal year. The FY20 Budget document 

shows an increase for this fiscal year. Kent Gardner what is under UCO indirect costs and Ryan 



explained that it is a fixed administrative cost for HR, legal and payroll support through UCO. 

There was additional discussion about OPSR being fully staffed and potential lapse in salary.  

 

Ryan Posey motioned to approve the FY20 budget, seconded by Kent Gardner. The motion 

passed by acclamation.  

 
The board then examined the FY20 OPSR Foundation budget. Ryan explained that this document can be 

confusing because it’s not fiscal year to fiscal year due to the OKFutures grant cycle.  

*Election of Officers  

Natalie presented the slate of officers to the board and stated that it is important to have lots of different 

representation on the executive committee. Natalie pointed out that the board has no overseeing power of 

the staff, namely that the relationship of Annette Jacobi, nominee for OPSR Board chair, and Gabrielle 

Jacobi, OPSR staff, is not going to be a conflict of interest. Marshall Vogts asked what the relationship 

with UCO and the board is to further clarify that there is no conflict of interest. Debra explained that 

OPSR has UCO’s fringe package. OPSR staff is hired through UCO and UCO deals with personnel. 

Several board members voiced their experience with OPSR being housed under UCO and how is has been 

a very positive experience. Marshall Vogts said he now understands UCO’s relationship to OPSR staff 

and he feels like there is no conflict of interest between Annette and Gabrielle Jacobi.  

 

Kathy Cronemiller moved to accept the slate of officers, seconded by Ray Potts. The motion passed by 

acclamation.  

 

Natalie then presented the slate for members at large.  

 

Marny Dunlap moved to accept the nomination of members at large, seconded by Ray Potts. The motion 

passed by acclamation.  

 

The new executive committee will be as follows:  

Annette Jacobi, chair 

Sarah Roberts, vice chair 

Will Lightfoot, treasurer  

Angie Clayton, secretary 

Natalie Burns, immediate past chair 

Joy Culbreath, member at large 

Patrick Klein, member at large  

 

Strategic Planning  

The board discussed successes they had during FY19, including building political will. OPSR held 

meetings with gubernatorial candidates, met with the governor and lieutenant governor’s offices, and 

congressional members. The new legislature seems very interested in learning about early childhood. It 

was especially important that Governor Fallin endorsed OPSR to apply for the PDG grant and that 

Governor Stitt designated a cabinet secretary for early childhood initiatives.  

 

The board discussed current initiatives at OPSR, including developing a needs assessment and strategic 

plan. The goal of the needs assessment is to provide a clear understanding of early childhood needs in 

Oklahoma. The goal of the strategic plan is to lay out a plan for an equitable and sustainable system for 

improving developmental and academic outcomes for children, especially those who are most vulnerable 



and underserved. The board addressed and discussed how important interagency collaboration is for both 

of these documents, especially because, as Debra iterated, the power of the board is in its collective voice. 

Many OPSR board members have been heavily involved in the creation of both documents and feedback 

loops have been put into place to collect input from the OPSR board and various stakeholders.  

 

Annette Jacobi motioned to submit the needs assessment and strategic plan to the Administration for 

Children and Families without board approval. Annette Jacobi withdrew her motion. Misty Montgomery 

moved to approve the format to continue to develop the needs assessment and strategic plan as presented 

at this board meeting with additional input of board members via public comment, seconded by Kay 

Floyd. The motion passed by acclamation. Annette Jacobi motioned to have a vote of confidence that 

OPSR can submit both documents prior to the next board meeting, seconded by Marny Dunlap. The 

motion passed by acclamation.  

 

Additional OPSR projects include developing an Early Childhood Integrated Data System (ECIDS). A 

request for proposals was sent out and nine applications were received, all from very impressive data 

research firms all over the United States. Ultimately, 3SI and Foresight Policy + Law were selected. 

There was a meeting last Friday with Secretary Buck, Joy Hofmeister and Justin Brown to give their input 

on a new data system and show high-level state support. OPSR is also continuing their work on Project 

HOPE, a health equity grant focusing on infant mortality and disparities. We recently had a great meeting 

with the inner tribal council with data being a very powerful tool for setting foundation for how and why 

we should work together.  

 

OPSR Foundation Report  

Debra shared that there are now 10 directors on the foundation. They’re responsible for the fiscal 

management of the OKFutures grant. We have engaged with the Oklahoma Center for Nonprofits for 

their shared services accounting. Alliance for Early Success has offered additional grant dollars and 

OPSR has been approved for $65,000 to examined rural early childcare homes and grassroots advocacy.  

 

Executive Director’s Report  

The program director position has been offered. The U.S. House passed a trillion dollar spending 

package, which includes a $100 million increase for PDG, which means more states will be eligible to 

receive the subsequent grants.  

 

Chairperson Comments  

Natalie thanked those who have been serving on the board.  

 

Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:19 p.m.  


